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CONTEMPOKANEOUS ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE 
OP TEE1STTOK 

[From The Pennsylvania Evening Post of Saturday, December 28, 1776.] 

" Extract of a letter from an officer of distinction at 
Newtown, Bucks county, dated December 27, 1776. 

" ' It was determined, some days ago, that our army should 
pass over to Jersey, in three different places, and attack the 
enemy. Accordingly about two thousand five hundred 
men, and twenty brass field-pieces, with his Excellency 
Gen. "Washington at their head, and Majors Gens. Sullivan 
and Green, in command of two divisions, passed over on 
the night of Christmas, and about three o'clock, a.m. were 
on their march, by two routs, towards Trenton. The night 
was sleety, and the roads so slippery that it was day break 
when we were two miles from Trenton. But happily the 
enemy were not apprised of our design, and our advanced 
party were on their guards at half a mile from the town, 
when Gen. Sullivan's and Gen. Green's divisions soon came 
into the same road. Their guard gave our advanced party 
several smart fires, as we drove them ; but we soon got two 
fieldpieces at play, and several others in a short time ; and 
one of our Colonels pushing down on the right while the 
others advanced on the left, into the town. The enemy, 
consisting of about fifteen hundred Hessians, under Col. 
Rohl, formed and made some smart fires from the musketry 
and six fieldpieces, but our people pressed from every quar- 
ter, and drove them from their cannon. They retreated 
towards a field behind a piece of wood up the creek, from 
Trenton, and formed in two bodies, which I expected would 
have brought on a smart engagement from the troops, who 
had formed very near them, but at that instant, as I came in 
full view of them, from the back of the wood, with his Excel- 
lency General Washington, an officer informed him that the 
party had grounded their arms, and surrendered prisoners. 
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" ' The others soon followed their example, except a part 
which had gone off in the hazy weather, towards Princeton, 
and a party of their light horse which made off on our first 
appearance. Too much praise cannot he given to the officers 
of every regiment. By their active and spirited behaviour, 
they soon put an honorable issue to this glorious day. 

" ' I was immediately sent off with the prisoners to M'Con- 
key's ferry, and have got about seven hundred and fifty safe 
in town and a few miles from here, on this side of the ferry, 
viz. one Lieutenant Colonel, two Majors, four Captains, 
seven Lieutenants, and eight Ensigns. "We left Col. liohl, 
the commandant, wounded, on his parole, and several other 
officers and wounded men at Trenton. "We lost but two of 
our men that I can hear of, a few wounded, and one brave 
ofiicer, Capt. "Washington, who assisted in securing their 
artillery, shot in both hands. Indeed every officer and pri- 
vate behaved well, and it was a most fortunate day for our 
arms, which I the more rejoice at, having an active part in 
it. The success of this day will greatly animate our friends, 
and add fresh courage to our new army, which, when formed, 
will be sufficient to secure us from the depredations or insults 
of our enemy. 

" ' Gen. Ewing's division could not pass at Trenton for the 
ice, which also impeded Gen. Cadwallader passing over with 
all his cannon and the militia, though part of his troops 
were over, and if the whole could have passed, we should 
have swept the coast to Philadelphia. We took three stand- 
ards, six fine brass cannon, and about one thousand stands 
of arms.' 

" Published by order of Council of Safety. 

" G. Bickham, Sec. pro tern. 

" By an authentic account received this morning, the fol- 
lowing is a list of prisoners taken, viz. One Col. two Lieut. 
Cols, three Majors, four Captains, eight Lieuts. twelve En- 
signs, two Surgeon Mates, ninety nine Serjeants, twenty five 
drummers, nine musicians, twenty five servants, and seven 
hundred and forty privates." 



